
Battle of Gettysburg letter 

Note:  Letter taken from http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/mssc/cwletters/index.html 

Directions:  Read through the letter below which describe a Union soldier’s experiences related to the 

Battle of Gettysburg.    When you are done reading, highlight one phrase or sentence from the letter and 

write a reaction in the space below.  In your reaction, you may write your thoughts on what was said, your 

emotions, what surprised you about the statement, compare/contrast it to a movie you have seen or a book 

you have read, etc.    

Please provide 4 strong sentences to respond to it.  

From a letter from Calvin Haynes to his wife on July 19, 1863:  

Loudon [Loudoun] Valley, Va. 
July 19th, 1863 

Dear Wife, 

Not having heard from you in a great while, I did not know but what you would like to hear whether 
I am dead or alive. I am enjoying good health at present. We have had an awful march and a 
terrible battle. A great may [many] of our boys were killed or wounded but I escaped without a 
scratch. It is a miracle that we were not all killed or wounded. We were in the thickest of the fight, 
making a charge on the Rebs [Confederates] a ½ a mile through a fire of grape and cannister. Our 
Regt. [regiment] lost a 100 men in 10 minutes. Our Co. lost 8 killed and 14 wounded. Stephen Hunt 
… was wounded in the hip. I have not seen him since he fell … Stephen was a good soldier full of 
his fun. We miss him. 

This has been the hardest campaign the army of the Potomac [Union] ever had … The 2d in the 
afternoon was the bloodiest part of the battle. At 2 p.m. they opened on us … with over a 100 
cannon. We lay flat on our faces for 2 hours. The air was filled with shell bursting in every direction. 
The battery [unit of men] that lay in front of us had 55 horses and 80 men killed … That night and 
the next day [the Rebels] retreated leaving their dead and wounded on the field. I went over the 
field. Such a sight I never wish to see again. Every conceivable wound that can be thought of was 
there. There was so many wounded that it was impossible to attend to all of them. Some of them 
laying 48 hours in a drenching rain. It is beyond the power of me to describe a battle field … 

Reaction:   

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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